“The Daughters of Bilitis (DOB) was a lesbian organization founded in 1955 in San Francisco by Del
Martin and Phyllis Lyon for the purpose of self-knowledge and self-acceptance, public education, In-
volvement in research, and lobbying to change the laws criminalizing homosexuality...

The Boston chapter was founded in 1969 during a period when many homophile organizations were
forming in Boston. Early leaders of the Boston DOB included Lois Johnson, Shari Barden, and Laura
Robin/McMurry, who were prominent promoters of the group and its activities... The Boston DOB
became the longest running chapter of the DOB, maintaining an office in Cambridge until the early
2000s, with 30 years of documented history present in this archive...

[The image above is of] Volume 1, issue 11 of the newsletter of the Boston chapter of the Daughters of
Bilitis. The first 14 issues of the newsletter were called ‘The Maiden Voyage.’ The publication was re-
named ‘Focus’ in 1971.”
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