“Early gay activist Prescott Townsend made his home on the
north slope of Beacon Hill, adding his colorful, eccentric person-
ality to the neighborhood’s vivid history... For much of the nine-
teenth century, one of the most dynamic free Black communities
in the United States called the northern slope of Beacon Hill
home. Later, the same part of the hill became the residence of
various immigrant groups, including Jewish people who fled
persecution in Eastern Europe. For a significant portion of the
twentieth century, these immigrants and their descendants
shared the hill with a lively counterculture presence that
transformed the north slope into an enclave for artists and the
LGBTQ+ community, starting in the 1920s. Townsend exemplified
this bohemian side of Beacon Hill.”
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